CHAPTER X
the truce between persia and turkey : nadir's relations with
russia : capture of bahrain : bakhtiari operations
•
As related in the previous chapter, 'Abdu'1-Baqi Khan and Ganj 'AH
Pasha left the Mughan camp for Constantinople on the 4th March,
1736. As yet unaware of this fact and of the nature of the Persian peace
proposals, the Porte, on the 20th April, sent full powers to Ahmad rasha
to conclude the treaty ; it expressed satisfaction at his reports respecting
the abandonment of the Shi'a doctrine, but it definitely stated that it would
never consent to the inclusion of Russia in the treaty.1
'Abdu'1-Baqi Khan and 'AH Pasha reached Constantinople on the 6th
August, having been five months on the way ; the former, on his arrival,
" received Honours which are never paid to the Ministers of any Christian
Princes. . . ."2
At the first meeting between the Persian and Turkish negotiators,
the Shah's letter to the Sultan was read, together with his letters to the
Grand Vizier and the Mufti. In the discussions that followed, agreement
was reached without much difficulty respecting the exchange of prisoners,
the reciprocal appointment of ambassadors and the nomination of a Persian
Amiru'l-Haff; the case was entirely different, however, in regard to
Nadir's religious points. These points were discussed on the Persian
side, by the Sadr, Mirza Abu'l-Qasim Kashani and the Mulla-Bashi,
'AH Akbar; the Turkish negotiators were Laili AJimad Efendi, the
acting Chief Qadi of Anatolia, Masilizada 'Abdullah Efendi, the nominal
occupant of that position, 'Abdullah Pasha, the head of tbefatwa records,
and Afcinad Efendi, the former Qadi of Constantinople.4 'AH Akbar,
the very capable Mulla-Bashi, is said to have taken a prominent part in
these discussions and to have caused the Turkish representatives con-
siderable embarrassment by his dialectical skill.6
The Turks flatly refused to accede to Nadir's religious proposals;
> See Rondeau's despatch of the 22nd June/srd July, 1736 (S.P. gi, Vol. XVIII), in which a
translation of the power of authority to Ahmad Pasha was enclosed (Sir E. Fawkener, the
new British Ambassador at Constantinople had evidently forwarded the translation to
Rondeau). Obviously, the Porte had not yet learnt of Nadir's proposals regarding the
Ja'fari sect, etc.
•Sir E. Fawkener, yth/iSth August (S.P. 97, Vol. XXVIII).
 *	Von Hammer, Vol. XIV, p. 344.
«Ibid., p. 343.
 *	Otter, Vol. I, p. 134.
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